
Information for schools on the attacks in Christchurch 15/3/19 
 

The following is based on information provided by the Police Commissioner and the Canterbury 

District Health Board. 

 

On Friday 15 March, 42 people were killed at the Deans Avenue mosque, and seven at the Linwood 

Avenue mosque. One person died later in hospital. 48 people were treated and 31 remain in 

Christchurch hospital being treated for injuries. Nine of these are in a critical condition and in 

intensive care, and two have been transferred to Auckland, including a 4-year-old girl who is in a 

critical condition in Starship Hospital.  

One offender, a 28-year-old male, has been charged with one count of murder. He has been 

remanded to the High Court to reappear on 5 April. There is no indication, at this stage, that 

anyone else was directly involved in the attack. The offender was arrested within 36 minutes of the 

first emergency call.  

Three other people were arrested in connection with the terror attack on Friday. Two have been 

charged with offences not directly related to the attack, and the other was not charged with any 

offences.  

The attack has been designated as a terrorist attack and the national security threat level has been 

lifted from low to high to enable NZ agencies to respond appropriately. There is a heightened police 

presence around the country, including at mosques and community events. This is a precautionary 

measure for the safety and reassurance of everyone. 

There are now over 250 officers and support staff working on the investigation, supported by staff 

from the FBI and Australian Federal Police on the ground in New Zealand, assisted by investigators in 

Australian states. Police and Coronial Services are working with urgency and care to identify the 

victims. 

Distressing materials related to this event are circulating widely online and we urge anyone who has 

been affected by seeing them to seek appropriate support. 

 

  


